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GUIDELINES FOR MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC USE 
 
Protecting and enhancing open lands—
providing stewardship—is as important as 
acquiring land for open space.  Through the 
OSTPR Plan, the City and County of 
Broomfield intends to clearly define its 
philosophy of management of the lands, 
and establish guidelines to accomplish its 
mission.  Without clear management 
guidelines, the cumulative impact from 
large numbers of open lands users may 
eventually degrade the natural systems or 
impair the function of the parks system.  
Furthermore, once Broomfield acquires or 
sets aside lands, guidelines for 
management, development, and use are 
beneficial to open lands managers and to 
the public.  By having such management 
standards, all parties know what is expected 
and permitted, and Broomfield can make 
day-to-day decisions that are supportable 
and justifiable.   

MANAGEMENT CLASSIFICATIONS  
Broomfield may want to consider applying 
management classifications for lands in the 
open lands program to clearly establish the 
purpose, permitted uses and activities, and 
access constraints for lands.  By classifying 
the lands, Broomfield can better understand 
and plan for the type of management most 
appropriate for an area, and clearly 
articulate these goals to the public.  
Classifications would not be mutually 
exclusive.  Some areas may be managed as 
combinations of several categories, 
depending on the characteristics of the site 
and the needs of the community.    
 
Broomfield may want to consider a broader 

range of management classifications for 
parks and open space parcels.   The 
existing Guidelines for Open Land classifies 
lands only as parks and recreation or open 
space.  A suggestion is to expand Parks and 
Recreation to five classes, and expand Open 
Space to four classes.   Broomfield would 
then classify parcels according to 
characteristics such as size, area served, 
natural resource values, and other similar 
attributes.  The proposed classifications are 
listed below and a summary table follows 
the listing.   

 

Parks and Recreation Areas 
The following are the proposed categories 
for parks and recreation: 

City/Countywide Parks (81-150 acres) 
City/Countywide parks are intended to 
provide for the broadest range of activities, 
including organized and spontaneous 
recreation, cultural and educational 
facilities, trail systems, and natural areas, 
that serve the needs of the entire 
community.  

Community Parks (21-80 acres) 
Community parks are intended to provide 
for a mix of active and passive recreational 
activities that serve the needs of the 
community.  Community parks are expected 
to be accessible from a variety of 
transportation modes, and so should 
provide appropriate facilities (e.g., parking, 
connections to bus/transit stops, bicycle 
facilities, on or off street multiuse paths) to 
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support such access.  They are also 
intended to support and link to community 
centers, which provide indoor recreational 
opportunities.  
 

Joint School-Parks Parks (8-15 acres 
approximately; ability to meet program 
is more important than acreage)  
Joint school parks are co-located with 
elementary, middle, or high schools and as 
such should be centrally located to serve 
adjacent residential neighborhoods.  The 
site should be serviced by arterial and 
collector streets and be easily accessible via 
interconnecting trails.   Park access via 
public transit or designated bikeway is also 
desirable.  The site’s program should 
accommodate both the needs of students at 
the appropriate grade level, as well as 
provide resources for the surrounding 
neighborhood.  Only the developable area, 
net of the building footprint, but including 
shared parking, is counted toward land 
dedication requirements. 

Neighborhood Parks (3-20 acres)  
Neighborhood parks are intended to 
provide for a mix of active and passive 
recreational activities that serve the needs 
of individual neighborhoods.  
Neighborhood parks are expected to be 
accessible within walking or bicycling 
distance, and so should provide appropriate 
bicycle facilities and on or off street 
multiuse paths to support such access.  
Limited on or off street parking may be 
provided as feasible.  

Pocket Parks (.5-2.5 acres) 
Pocket parks are specialized facilities that 
serve individual neighborhoods.  This type 
of park should be considered as an 
alternative where providing a typical 
neighborhood park is impractical or 
infeasible.  The site should be residential in 
character and afford a quiet setting for park 
use.  Development should have a strong 
emphasis on passive uses such as picnic 
areas and informal gathering areas.  This 
type of park is maintained by the applicable 
Homeowners’ Association (HOA). 

Village Greens and Plazas (.25-1 acres) 
Village greens and plazas are usually highly 
developed, smaller sites located within the 
most urban sections of Broomfield, or in 
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) areas.  
Most feature intensive hardscape or formal 
irrigated turf areas.  Use is predominantly 
passive with some sites functioning as 
venues for special events (public art display, 
small performance area, etc). This type of 
space is maintained by the applicable 
Homeowners’ Association (HOA) and is not 
counted as fulfilling the public land 
dedication requirement. 

Specialized Active Recreation Facility 
(acres vary) 
The specialized active recreation facility 
classification is intended to cover areas of 
heavily programmed athletic activities, 
ranging from a sports complex with 
multiple fields, to a single use area like a 
skateboard park or BMX track.   
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Open Space Areas 
The following are the proposed categories 
for open space: 

Trail Corridors and Greenbelts 
Trail corridors and greenbelts are designed 
to provide lands for a linked, non-
motorized, multi-use trail system (on and 
off-road) and recreational benefit.  They are 
intended to create an alternative 
transportation network and link major 
destination areas throughout Broomfield 
and to adjacent communities.  Trails and 
trailheads are designed for public use, and 
are designed with sensitivity to wildlife 
needs, natural areas, human safety, and 
cultural sites.  Landscaping along trail 
corridors and greenbelts is generally a 
native plant palette and involves minimal 
modification to grading.  

Natural Areas 
Natural areas are designed to conserve and 
enhance natural, cultural, and/or scenic 
resources and to provide for passive 
recreation uses.  Natural areas generally 
contain minimal improvements designed to 
be visually unobtrusive and create minimal 
interruptions to native landscapes and 
terrain.  Examples of facilities may include 
trails, interpretive signage and trash 
receptacles, and in some instances 
restrooms, picnic shelters, nature viewing 
deck, off-street facility parking, and 
trailheads.  Natural areas may sometimes 
have limited public access (i.e., seasonal 
closures, or access with permits) or 
controlled public access (i.e., in certain 
areas only).   

Cultural and Agricultural Lands  
Cultural lands include viable agricultural 
lands.  These lands often contain significant 
natural resources as well as historic and 
scenic resources.   Cultural lands also 
include areas that preserve unique 
archaeological, historical or other cultural 
landscapes or features and provide 
opportunities for education.  Cultural areas 
may involve controlled public access as well 
(e.g., or guided tours), and in some 
instances restricted public access.   

Wildlife Habitat Areas 
Wildlife Habitat Areas are designated to 
protect natural and/or wildlife resources 
and critical habitat.  These lands are 
managed first and foremost to preserve the 
particular resources on the site.  Wildlife 
Habitat Areas may be designated as “zones” 
within “natural areas,” or in certain 
instances may encompass a whole parcel.  
Wildlife Habitat Areas typically contain no 
developed amenities.  To protect resources, 
these areas may necessitate restricted 
public access.   

Guidelines for Open Lands Table  
Currently Broomfield uses the “Guidelines 
for Open Lands Table,” (set forth in the 
1995 Broomfield Master Plan) to determine 
appropriate uses and activities in parks and 
recreation areas and in open space areas.  
The community, advisory committees, and 
staff have indicated a desire to refine this 
system so that issues such as access to land 
and allowed uses are clarified from all 
users’ or residents’ standpoints.  On the 
other hand, the community spent a great 
deal of time and effort producing the 
Guidelines table and Broomfield is generally 
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satisfied with the guidelines.  In response to 
these points of view, the planning team 
proposes that the new classifications cross-
reference the existing Guidelines table.  

Table D-1 below shows how the 
management classifications could relate to 
and expand upon the existing Guidelines 
Table.  
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TABLE D-1 

GUIDELINES FOR MANAGEMENT OF OPEN LANDS 
 Parks and Recreation Areas Open Space Areas 
 
 
Uses and Facilities 

City/ 
County-

wide 
Parks 

Comm-
unity Parks 

Joint 
School-

Park 
Facilities 

Neigh-
borhood 

Parks 
Pocket 
Parks 

Village 
Greens  

Athletic 
Facility 

Trail 
Corridor 

Natural 
Areas 

Cultural 
Lands 

Wildlife 
Habitat 
Areas 

Agriculture          Y  
Amphitheater Y Y P P  P   P P  
Arboretum Y Y  P P   P Y Y  
Ball Fields Y Y Y Y   Y     
Basketball (outdoor) Y Y Y Y   Y     
Bike Lane (on-street)   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y P P P P 
BMX Track P P  P   Y     
Cemetery P P  P        
Community Gardens Y Y  Y P   P P P  
Exercise Stations Y Y Y Y P  Y Y P   
Demonstration Farm P P      P P Y  
Dog Park P P  P   P     
Frisbee and/or Disc 
Golf 

P P     P     

Fishing Y Y  Y   P Y Y P  
Golf Course P P     Y     
Historic Sites Y Y P Y Y Y P Y Y Y P 
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TABLE D-1 
GUIDELINES FOR MANAGEMENT OF OPEN LANDS 

 Parks and Recreation Areas Open Space Areas 
 
 
Uses and Facilities 

City/ 
County-

wide 
Parks 

Comm-
unity Parks 

Joint 
School-

Park 
Facilities 

Neigh-
borhood 

Parks 
Pocket 
Parks 

Village 
Greens  

Athletic 
Facility 

Trail 
Corridor 

Natural 
Areas 

Cultural 
Lands 

Wildlife 
Habitat 
Areas 

Horseback Riding P P  P   P P P P  
Horse Shoe Pit Y Y Y Y Y  Y     
Ice Skating Y Y P Y   Y     
In-Line Hockey Rink Y Y Y Y   Y     
Irrigation Ditches  P P Y P P  P Y Y Y P 
Lake Y Y  Y Y  Y Y Y P Y 
Landscaped Areas Y Y Y Y Y Y Y P P P  
Motorized Vehicle Use P P     P     
Multi-purpose Play 
Fields 

Y Y Y Y   Y     

Nature Center Y Y  P P   P P P  
Parking Areas (Hard 
Surface) 

Y Y Y Y P  Y P P P  

Parking Areas (Soft 
Surface) 

      Y Y Y P  

Picnic Area Y Y P Y P Y P Y Y P  
Playgrounds Y Y Y Y Y  P     
Plazas Y Y  Y P Y P     
Pond Y Y P P P P P Y Y P Y 
Public Art P P P P P P P P P P  
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TABLE D-1 
GUIDELINES FOR MANAGEMENT OF OPEN LANDS 

 Parks and Recreation Areas Open Space Areas 
 
 
Uses and Facilities 

City/ 
County-

wide 
Parks 

Comm-
unity Parks 

Joint 
School-

Park 
Facilities 

Neigh-
borhood 

Parks 
Pocket 
Parks 

Village 
Greens  

Athletic 
Facility 

Trail 
Corridor 

Natural 
Areas 

Cultural 
Lands 

Wildlife 
Habitat 
Areas 

Recreation Center Y Y     Y     
Riparian Corridors/ 
Drainages 

Y Y Y Y Y P  Y Y Y Y 

Scenic Areas/Vistas Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Shuffleboard Court Y Y P Y Y  P     
Skateboard Park Y Y  P   Y     
Sledding Areas Y Y  Y P  P P P P  
Soccer Field Y Y Y Y   Y     
Streets  Y Y  Y   Y P P P  
Swimming Pool Y Y  P   Y     
Tennis Court Y Y Y Y   P     
Trail (soft surface) Y Y Y Y Y P Y Y Y Y P 
Trail (hard surface) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y P P P 
Unstructured Play 
Area 

Y Y  Y Y  P P    

Viewing 
Area/Telescopes 

Y Y  Y Y  P Y Y Y � 

Volleyball Court Y Y P Y   Y     
Wetlands P P P P P   Y Y P Y 
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TABLE D-1 
GUIDELINES FOR MANAGEMENT OF OPEN LANDS 

 Parks and Recreation Areas Open Space Areas 
 
 
Uses and Facilities 

City/ 
County-

wide 
Parks 

Comm-
unity Parks 

Joint 
School-

Park 
Facilities 

Neigh-
borhood 

Parks 
Pocket 
Parks 

Village 
Greens  

Athletic 
Facility 

Trail 
Corridor 

Natural 
Areas 

Cultural 
Lands 

Wildlife 
Habitat 
Areas 

Wildlife Habitat & 
Corridors 

P P P P P   Y Y P Y 

 
 
 

 
Y  =  Appropriate 
P  =  May be appropriate in some instances; appropriateness to be determined by staff through a Baseline 

Management Plan or on a case-by-case basis  


