Open Space and Trails Advisory Committee

Minutes
October 24, 2019

Meeting Summary
OSTAC members motioned and voted to support the proposal for Academy Charter School to restore the victory
garden at Metzger Farm Open Space, and received an update on the prairie dog relocation efforts near the Bald
Eagle nest. Next, OSTAC was presented with a new development plan at the old ConocoPhillips property, and
an update on the open lands goal with new acquisition opportunities. Finally, OSTAC received updates on the
drone ordinance, the fire near Ellie’s Pond on The Field Open Space, the Open Space, Parks, and Recreation
Master Plan committee advisors, an Xcel Energy line on Markel Open Space, and upcoming events.

OSTAC (Open Space and Trails Advisory Committee)
Present:
Patrick Tennyson, Chair
Ray Churgovich, Vice-Chair
Todd Cohen
Doug Grumann
Terra Lenihan (arrived at 6:16)
Michael McLane
Chris Petrizzo
Chris Kassel (alternate)
Councilmember Guyleen Castriotta

Absent:
Councilmember Stan Jezierski

Interested Citizens:
Nicole Huntley, Prairie Dog Action member, Broomfield resident
Deborah Jones, President of Prairie Dog Action, Westminster resident
Dana Bove, Founder of Front Range Nesting Bald Eagle Studies, Boulder resident

Other staff, presenters, and consultants in attendance:
Kristan Pritz, Open Space and Trails Director
Pete Dunlaevy, Open Space and Trails Manager
Ellie Lanaghan, Open Space and Trails Specialist
Kevin Standbridge, Deputy City and County Manager
Joe Reale, Open Space Superintendent for the City of Westminster
LeAnn Sanders, Academic Coaching, Programs and Evaluation at Academy Charter School
Lee Florita, Principal at Academy Charter School
Heidi Gerstung, Ecologist for ERO
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Agenda Minutes
1. Call to Order by Patrick Tennyson, 6:05 p.m.
2. Introduction of Interested Citizens
>Nicole, I just wanted to thank you all for your support of the prairie dog relocation to Rocky Flats. I’d also
like to thank Patrick for standing up to speak for the relocation and he had a very eloquent speech to
Council. I’d also like to thank Guyleen, as well.
>Dana, I come here to represent Front Range Nesting Bald Eagle Studies (FRNBES). We have volunteers in
our group that are part of the Broomfield community. We monitor the Stearns Lake nest and other nests,
and we are in our third year of studies. I recently asked for a Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) request
regarding an email written by the chair of this committee, Patrick Tennyson. The email states “To think
we’ve spent years framing and micromanaging a development for a pair of eagles that live in an old
decrepit cottonwood tree. Bald Eagles, mind you, that as a species their numbers are growing and
flourishing to the point in Canada and Alaska, they live in garbage dumps with Gulls and Crows and are
considered pests.” This is a troubling idea that people may have about nesting bald eagles in Colorado. The
science we are doing is real and needs to be weighed in carefully. There are only 200 nesting bald eagles in
Colorado. It is dry here and the resources are not there. There have been no new successful nests since
2014. The eagles are valuable here, and they are not just flooding the area. This is important to consider
when decisions are being made about them.
>Doug, Is there any evidence as to why there are no new nests?
>Dana, In a healthy community, bald eagles establish their own destiny based on resources. There is good
habitat around here, and the eagles have decided this is the best, so they saturate that habitat first.
>Doug, There is a lot of land in the north and in Florida is prime habitat, but the land is less favorable
here.
>Dana, Eagles are hanging tight here where the habitat is good. When eagles re-nest their median distance
from the original nest is less than two kilometers. They want to be in the area.
>Kristan, I believe this email was written in the context of the sadness/disheartenment regarding the U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service’s decision in September to not allow Broomfield to proceed with the planned
relocation of prairie dogs to Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge. Thank you for your comments Mr. Bove.
All other citizens held comments for items on the agenda.

3. Restoration of the Victory Garden at Metzger Open Space with Academy Charter
Kristan showed a photo of Nancy Ferraro presenting a Nature Program for preschool children and read a
quote from Thomas Berry, “Teaching children about the natural world should be treated as one of the most
important events in their lives.” She then explained that this premise ties in with the next topic regarding
the restoration of the original victory garden that was once on Metzger Farm. Kristan explained that Leann
Sanders from the Academy Charter School and Joe Reale with the City of Westminster are proposing to
restore the rectangular vegetable garden that was historically on this site. Kristan pointed out the
potential garden project location within the farmstead.
Leann introduced herself and explained that she worked for Academy Charter School, which is a Pre-K
through 12 Charter School just across 120th Boulevard from Metzger Farm. The school is incorporating a
new program called AgCademy which will embed agriculture and nature-based education into all classes.
She added that she has met with Joe Reale about sharing some of Westminster’s open space, which evolved
to include Kristan with Broomfield as well. Leann explained that there was a garden at Metzger Farm and
that restoring this could be a great educational opportunity for students and the greater community. Leann
added that this is a college prep school with this purpose: “AgCademy will use interdisciplinary lessons
built on an agricultural foundation that take students out of a textbook and into the natural world in order
to teach real-life skills in a hands-on context, teach academic skills in a hands-on context, provide
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academic and social skill development for all kids, especially those who struggle in traditional classroom
environments, and to support our community.” Leann explained that these hands-on opportunities will help
the children build their problem solving and communication skills. Leann showed photos of some of the
existing AgCademy projects, including K-2 garden beds that were built by high schoolers and painted by the
K-2 kids, aquaponics with 6th grade, and worm compost bins with 5th grade. Restoring the Metzger victory
garden would add to the curriculum, and involve the students in doing everything, including laying drip
lines, digging out the site, and weeding the area. This method may take longer but they love it. Leann
added that she would keep close contact with Broomfield and Westminster on its development, and engage
the community in larger education events. Leann finished by saying that she will start small by working
with the kids and then slowly incorporate larger community opportunities in order to ensure that the
project remains sustainable.
>Kristan, Potable water would be required for this garden, but they should be able to utilize the well water
for this size of garden. Westminster staff is looking into this option for the water. We would like to get
OSTAC’s comments on this project, and then bring it forward to the Broomfield-Westminster Open Space
Foundation that manages Metzger Open Space.
>Joe, We love the Metzger Farm site, and think this is a fantastic opportunity. This is one of those projects
that is just so fun and the possibilities are so exciting. The tenant does not use much of the well water
supply.
>Guyleen, How much area is available for the garden?
>Joe, The maximum space would be 40x100 feet. It has been a pleasure and we are so excited. Thank you.
>Dana, Do you have a map of where it is on the site?
Leann showed the map and explained that it is between the tenant’s house and the garage.
>Ray, Do we know what was historically grown there?
>Kristan, We can find this out from the family. There is also a circle of concrete between the tenant house
and the main house, which used to be a rose and iris garden, which would also be great to restore in the
future if this garden project is successful.
>Terra, I just love this idea. I have been helping with the garden at Emerald Elementary. All of the grades
have been involved with the planting and eating. They also are giving away the food to people in need.
>Todd, What will happen with the garden in the summer?
>Leann, We have plans for taking on high schoolers to help. They can receive elective credit in the summer
blocks to do the work. I work over the summer and am also hoping to sign up parent and community
volunteers to help.
>Todd, Will this integrate history as well?
>Leann, Absolutely, this project will incorporate all content areas. We already cover victory gardens in the
curriculum, and we could work with the Metzger family on the site’s specific history.
>Michael, Will the children cross 120th at the crosswalk or the underpass?
>Leann, We will run these options by our lawyer, but our preference would be to cross 120th at the
crosswalk to save precious class time. We do this with teachers vests and stops signs to increase safety.
>Guyleen, I am excited, and I support this. At the opening celebration, I was asked several times if there
were plans to reinvigorate the garden. This is definitely fulfilling a need.
>Doug, It is very hard to not be excited and impressed with this idea. Great job. I am supportive. What if
the idea catches on, and other schools want to do something similar on open space properties?
>Kristan, This does come up sometimes, and we would work with them to find an appropriate space.
>Terra, They have a garden to table program in Boulder that helps find sites for this, and they have the
families and kids build everything.
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>Leann, I am happy to serve as a resource to help other schools replicate this idea and get started. Good to
share.
Doug motions to support the project, Michael seconds; all OSTAC members are in favor.

4. Prairie Dog Management at Carbon Road and Hoyt/Midway Bridge
Kristan explained that the purpose of this discussion would be to provide OSTAC with an update on the
proposed prairie dog management on private property near the eagle nest. The owner has wanted to
remove all of the prairie dogs on his property since about May or June of this year. Our Policy for Prairie
Dog Conservation and Management (Policy) allows for certain exceptions, that allow private property
owners that have agricultural/ranching properties to remove prairie dogs through extermination. The
Policy’s exceptions listed in Section 5.5.4 state: “Regardless of the size of the private property or the
number of prairie dogs to be controlled by lethal means, the following situations create an exception to
the permit process for large parcels: prairie dogs that move onto private land from another parcel of public
or private land, prairie dogs that burrow in inappropriate areas (lawns, driveways, gardens, parking lots),
prairie dogs that create a health or safety risk such as by burrowing in roads, trails, dikes, or dams, or
adjacent to buildings or other structures, or buried utilities, prairie dogs that interfere with ongoing
farming operations by burrowing in a cultivated cropland or an area used for the production of hay or sod
(this is intended for the protection of agriculture and does not apply to former agricultural land that has
been abandoned or is lying fallow in anticipation of development), prairie dogs that interfere with ongoing
ranching operations by damaging the range or creating a risk of injury to livestock (this exception is
intended for the protection of ranching and does not apply to lands for which development is anticipated
or proposed), or prairie dogs that create an unreasonable and immediate risk to horses or other livestock
by burrowing in a corral, pen, feedlot, pasture, or equestrian facility or along an equestrian path. Any of
these situations shall allow the applicant to use the pro forma permit process”.
Kristan went on to explain that the property was farmed throughout past years, with the prairie dog colony
only recently growing onto the property. Kristan showed a map of the area and pointed out the equestrian
center, agricultural fields, pastures, the 660-foot buffer around the nest that was noted in the permit from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) that Garrett Companies obtained to allow for its apartment
project, and the ¼ and ½ mile guideline buffers from Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW). CPW recommends
no surface occupancy, beyond historic use, within a ¼ mile of the nest, and no human use within a ½ mile
radius of active nests from October 15 to July 31. Kristan displayed another map that showed existing
prairie dog colonies near the nest on Boulder County Open Space and east of Stearns Lake. Kristan then
showed an aerial demonstrating the parcel boundaries, including the 40 acres of conservation easement
with the nest tree and the 38 acres below where most of the prairie dog control will occur. Finally, Kristan
showed aerial photos of the property from 2018, 2016, 2015, 2012, 2004, and 2002 to demonstrate that the
land has been used for agricultural purposes throughout this time.
Kristan then read a description regarding the legal opinion from the City and County Attorney’s office:
The easement allows for agricultural use. The removal of prairie dogs by extermination is allowed under
our Prairie Dog Policy on agricultural properties. The conservation easement does not prohibit the
removal of prairie dogs. Staff can encourage the owner to use carbon monoxide and to relocate some
prairie dogs but this cannot be mandated. The conservation easement has these key provisions: 1) Para.
1.1: Broomfield shall have the right to preserve the land and protect the view of and over the Property in
its present natural, scenic and open space condition; 2) Para. 1.3: Except as expressly granted herein,
Owner reserves all rights as owner of the Property including the right to use the Property for all purposes
not inconsistent herewith; and 3) Para. 2.3: Owner retains the right to perform any act not specifically
prohibited nor limited by this Deed or the Broomfield Municipal Code. Paras. 1.1, 1.3 and 2.3 give the
owner broad rights to perform acts that are not expressly prohibited by the conservation easement or
Broomfield Code.
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Please note that four additional homes are allowed to be built on the Property as long as the units are
clustered per the Intergovernmental Agreement called, Southeast Boulder County, 96th Street, Dillon
Road, and US 287 Area Comprehensive Development Plan. Two dwelling units currently exist on the
Property.” Kristan explained that the easement was written to limit the development rights on the
property.
>Guyleen, What size of a footprint is allowed for development on this property?
>Kristan, The agreement does not define the footprint in the easement. Kristan went on to explain that
staff also asked USFWS and CPW about their thoughts on the prairie dog management. The question that
staff asked both agencies was:
Concerns have been voiced that the extermination of prairie dogs within the ½ mile buffer around eagles
nest is not appropriate as the eagles need this food source and extermination of prairie dogs in this close
proximity to the nest violates the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA). The nest in question, in
this particular case, is the eagles' nest in Broomfield. Agricultural properties are adjacent to this nest on
the north, east, and south sides. Our agricultural owners want to use their properties for ag purposes such
as cattle grazing, crop growing and ag processing (branding areas, silos for grain storage, loafing sheds,
etc.) I am interested in hearing the CPW and USFWS positions on these two issues. Could you please share
your viewpoints.
Kristan added that staff let them know that their comments would be shared.
Kristan first read Kristin Cannon’s response from CPW:
We will defer to USFWS on whether this activity violates the BGEPA as it is a federal law. There are state
laws regarding the use of rodenticides on prairie dogs requiring applicators to be licensed and prescribing
how it is used. This is meant to limit any secondary exposure to eagles or other birds of prey or predators.
There could potentially be a violation if an eagle were sickened or killed as a result of rodenticide use.
For that reason I would recommend that they use CO2 or other methods of control but I cannot require it.
Otherwise, there aren't any other state laws that I think would apply. Based on our published
recommendations (meant to prevent a violation of the BGEPA) I would say they should limit or avoid
activities within 1/2 mile of the nest during the nesting season (10/15-7/31).
-Kristin Cannon, CPW Area Wildlife Manager - Area 2”
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Kristan then read Kevin Kritz’s response from USFWS:
I coordinated with Brian Smith regarding our USFWS response to the questions posed in your email
regarding prairie dog control projects and the BGEPA. Controlling or exterminating prairie dogs is not a
violation of the BGEPA, unless USFWS was somehow able to connect an injury or mortality to an eagle, to
it having consumed prairie dogs poisoned as a result of a prairie dog control or extermination project. In
reality it would be pretty difficult for USFWS to demonstrate this regardless of the distance between an
eagle nest and a prairie dog control project. We acknowledge that under Colorado state laws it is legal to
control prairie dogs provided that state laws are followed. Regarding methods of prairie dog control we
support the recommendation that Kristin Cannon of Colorado Parks and Wildlife provided to you earlier.
If someone is going to control or exterminate prairie dogs we recommend that they follow all relevant
Colorado laws. Also that they follow all U.S. EPA label restrictions or guidance for products used to
control prairie dogs.
-Kevin Kritz, Wildlife Biologist, USFWS, Region 6, Migratory Bird Management Office”
Kristan explained that we wanted to let OSTAC know where we are with this proposal. We were able to get
an agreement from the owner to do a relocation on the site, largely thanks to help from the City and
County Managers Office. Kristan added that the site will be dusted for fleas by Smith Environmental before
the relocation to prevent the transmission of any potential disease to Great Western. She noted this is
required for any relocation project. Deb and Nicole from Prairie Dog Action will be helping us with the
relocation, and they are only charging for the cost of materials and labor. The prairie dog endowment fund
will be used to pay for this work. The remaining prairie dogs will be removed by the owner with a
combination of carbon monoxide and aluminum phosphide. The owner will be using a pro forma prairie dog
permit.
Kristan then introduced Heidi with ERO who has been on the site and will give an overview of what they
have been seeing in respect to the eagles. Heidi explained that the nest tree currently has no nest in it,
but that the eagles are still visiting the nest at times. They have been observed eating prairie dogs and
other prey in the nest tree. Heidi showed a map of the nest tree and other eagle perches, and explained
that the pair began building a nest at Perch C, but nothing has really resulted from that yet. Although the
eagles are in the area, it is too early to know where they will nest for the season.
>Kristan, We appreciate the owner allowing us the opportunity to relocate prairie dogs from his property.
Our legal staff made it clear that the landowner could exterminate all of the prairie dogs through
pro-forma permit. We also thank Prairie Dog Action for working in such a tight timeline. This is a tough
situation with it being on private property, but we have found a path that is as positive as it can get within
our policies and the owner’s property rights. She also noted that staff had tried to negotiate a purchase of
the Property or a prairie dog easement. We were not successful in getting the owner’s permission for
either option.
>Ray, When the property owner purchased the land, did he understand the conservation easement?
>Kristan, Our planning staff and I sat down with him and talked about the conservation easement, eagle
nest, the Broomfield Business Center development, monitoring from ERO and FRNBES, as well as the strong
support for protection of these eagles and raptors in general in this community. The owner is also aware of
what the easement requires and what his rights are within the prairie dog policy.
>Ray, So he will be allowed to do the agricultural work near the eagles.
>Kristan, This has already been going on within the buffers. The area below the nest tree typically has an
alfalfa field that is cut once it is grown. There is also an equestrian center and pasture land to the south,
which he has a right to use. This field could be used for crops, too.
>Ray, Once the prairie dogs are removed, will we have space for them at Great Western?
>Kristan, They will be brought to Great Western and there is room. We looked at the colony with Smith and
Deb Jones. We have not yet used the additional expansion area that Council approved.
>Ray, When do eagles normally build new nest? When would they start rebuilding for the next season?
>Heidi, It depends.
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>Dana, They are usually up in September and done by mid-October.
>Guyleen, Council approved a budget for a Raptor Policy, so we don't currently have a Raptor Policy.
>Kristan, We are just starting the Policy. Ellie, Pete, and I are going to a raptor conference in Fort Collins.
Jefferson County has a strong raptor program and we have also talked with them. Most people defer to the
federal and state guidelines.
>Doug, Do we have a count of the prairie dogs on the property?
Deb showed a map of how the prairie dogs are distributed on the property. She explained that they have an
estimate of 350 prairie dogs approximately on the property, as many of them were up above ground when
they did they survey. She added that they will need to saturate the area with traps to relocate as many as
possible.
>Dana, How far from the nest will you be doing this work?
>Deb, Most of the work will be away from the nest, on the lower parcel.
>Heidi, The closest burrow appears to be roughly 830 feet away according to aerial images.
>Dana, So it will be further away from the nest than the sidewalk at Del Corso Park.
>Kristan, Yes--the trail is within the 660-foot buffer. Boulder County Open Space will be undergoing an
update of their management plan for the area to the south of this site. We have talked about wanting
OSTAC’s representation in this planning process. Some kind of fencing would be helpful to prevent the
prairie dogs from coming from the Carolyn Holmberg Open Space at Rock Creek onto these agricultural
lands to the north.
>Dana, There are no protections for eagles, bald or golden, in Colorado. There are only recommendations
from the state. The feds do not allow activities to disturb the eagles. No one is allowed to significantly
interfere with their food source. Bald eagle’s primary food source is prairie dogs. We found that 30% of the
Stearns Lake pair’s prey is prairie dogs. About 50% was not determined. This is an important food source. If
you could prove that taking a lot of prairie dogs away impacted them, then you would have a take and
that's illegal-- but no one is doing that. The CPW and USFWS regulations are being depended on, but they
are not doing anything. Broomfield should have a Raptor Policy since there are no real protections for
them. There are prairie dogs being removed within the ½ mile buffer. We do know that those birds are
often back within two minutes with prey. We are taking this food source away, and it will have significant
interference for their feeding. No one is going to bat for them. Why not Broomfield? These are the only
nesting pair of eagles in the county. We asked Broomfield to support a letter to Boulder County asking
them to change their management to allow prairie dogs on their land, but we have been told that
Broomfield is uncomfortable with writing this letter. These are important birds, and I wish there was more
to be done.
Judy Enderle, a member of FRNBES and Broomfield resident, provided her comments regarding this issue
via email on Thursday, October 24. Kristan Pritz sent her comments to OSTAC on Friday, October 25 along
with an apology for not bringing this email to the meeting. Judy’s comments were as follows:
“It’s interesting that the new landowner wants the prairie dogs gone. The prairie dogs have lived there for
many years without causing undue problems. In addition, they provide a major food source for Broomfield’s
only nesting pair of Bald Eagles. Removing this food source could be catastrophic for the birds.
Has the landowner experienced problems with the prairie dogs? He must certainly have known that the
prairie dogs and Bald Eagles lived there when he purchased the land. If he does not have documented
reasons for wanting to remove the prairie dogs, then I question the logic behind the City agreeing to
remove them. I recommend denying the request.
Thanks. Judy”
For the full email conversation, please see the emails attached to the end of this Minutes document.
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Overpass at Midway and Industrial Lane Project
Pete gave an update on the prairie dog location at the Midway Pedestrian Bridge project. The site is now
cleared, and staff is working through the last 20-day letter. A total of 215 prairie dogs were taken out to
Great Western. Cranes will be required on the site to place the bridge. The project is expected to start in
November.
>Ray, I saw prairie dogs out to the west there.
>Pete, We only have a swath of the property, and now that we are done with the management, any upkeep
goes back to Hunter Douglas. We do think we will have to deal with some encroachment from nearby
towns.
>Michael, Will lethal control happen soon?
>Pete, It has already happened.
>Michael, Will the burrows be closed?
>Pete, Yes, they were closed across the whole area of management. We did the filling across the property,
but now it is Hunter Douglas’ responsibility.
>Kevin, When will the project begin?
>Pete, The expected start date according to the project manager is November 1. We are still trying to
figure out the best way to place bridge.

5. ConocoPhillips PUD Plan at 36th and 96th Street Intersection in Louisville
Kristan explained that the old ConocoPhillips property near US-36 and Northwest Parkway is now known as
the Nawatany Ridge project. Kristan showed maps of the development plans with open space areas in
green. Kristan explained that although the project is in Louisville, Broomfield is being consulted for
comments. This project will add 2.5 million square feet of residential, 3.4 million square feet of
commercial property, and 500,000 square feet of corporate headquarters. There are wetlands and prairie
dogs within these areas. The trail system is still evolving, but staff is concerned about making sure the 96th
Street underpass will still be able to connect to the US-36 bikeway, as well as provide a connection north
to Louisville. Ideally, this would be with a 10-foot trail with crusher fines along the side that is separate
from the road. Broomfield staff is going to suggest that the sidewalk be 8-feet in width at a minimum. Bike
lanes are still under discussion. For the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA), staff will be asking for a
conservation easement to preserve undeveloped open space at US 36 and 96th Street. The minimum Public
Land Dedication for this project is 40 acres or cash, plus negotiation for anticipated height waivers for
open space. Based on the natural resources report, the southeast corner of the project near US 36 may also
lend itself to become a prairie dog preservation or relocation area.

6. Land Acquisition Updates
Kristan explained that a representative from an adjacent community is asking Broomfield to participate in
a potential acquisition. OSTAC was very interested in pursuing this joint acquisition.
Kristan also discussed a second acquisition that could help to preserve an active prairie dog colony. OSTAC
also expressed an interest in this project.

7. Review and Approval of the October 9, 2019 OSTAC Meeting Minutes
Michael motioned to approve the minutes; Chris P seconds; Minutes were passed unanimously.

8. OSTAC Updates
●

Drones
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Kristan explained that the ordinance on drones will be coming forward to Council soon. The proposed
ordinance is using the term unmanned aircraft in order to include all different flying apparatuses,
including drones. The City Manager’s Office will have to approve any site to allow drones to be used.
Broomfield already has restrictions on air space due to nearby airplanes.
>Michael, I have seen drones out at the Commons and Metzger Farm. People are using them in open
space, and it is an issue.
>Terra, What are we supposed to do when we see drones being used?
>Kevin, The Police will address it if they have time. Call using the non-emergency line.
>Chris P, I know that drones can be useful for research.
>Kevin, Staff who have licenses and training to operate drones can use them.

●

Fire at Ellie’s Pond in The Field Open Space
Kristan explained that a fire occurred across about 15 acres of The Field Open Space to the east of
Ellie’s Pond on October 14 by some young children playing with matches. Chances are that the area will
grow back and look nice. This coming snow will be helpful too.
>Chris, Is this fire an opportunity in disguise for us to restore the area and be proactive in native
plantings?
>Kristan, We anticipate that the site will grow back and be just fine. Our maintenance staff is
confident that the vegetation will pull through.
>Pete, Our city forester checked on the trees in the area too, and they seem to be ok.
>Ray, Did the coyotes den in there?
>Ellie, Coyotes definitely used this area, but there is plenty of cover still to the west of pond. The
coyotes are likely still around.

●

Open Space, Parks, Recreation and Trails (OSPRT) Advisory Committee Advisors/RFP Review
Kristan gave a timeline for the RFP selection and interview process. She added that only one person
from OSTAC will have a vote as scheduling the interviews with a large group would be challenging. The
OSTAC rep needs to be at all of the interviews and the discussion of scoring on December 9 (phone
participation is allowed for this meeting). We have three volunteers from OSTAC to review the
proposals so we will need the three of you to select who the voting member will be. We will have one
one voting representative from OSTAC and one voting rep from the Parks and Recreation Advisory
Committee.
>Doug, What will happen at the meeting on December 9?
>Kristan, We will take our score sheets for each proposal and look at our rankings together as a group.

●

Markel Open Space Xcel Line
Kristan explained that an Xcel gas line is planned to be trenched through Markel Open Space to allow
for more power to reach the neighborhood during cold spells. The line is routed through the open space
to avoid the closure of Aspen Street. Kristan showed a map of the gas line on the property and
explained that Xcel will coming to OSTAC with this proposal on December 5.
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>Doug, I don't think it is necessary to have them come talk to us, this property is not open to the
public.
>Kristan, We did want to make sure you knew it was happening.
>Michael, Could we take this opportunity to make a trail over the line?
>Kristan, We have planned for a trail to come along the ditch. When we start to make official plans
regarding the trails we will want to have a bigger discussion with the neighborhoods in this area.
>Pete, It would be nice to put a trail along the ditch because it is the most scenic area on the
property. The Master Plan we create for this site will look at a connection to the pond as well, consider
when the oil and gas wells will go away, as well as a connection to the school.
>Ray, Are they boring the pipe under ground?
>Pete, No, this is such a big pipe that it will not have the ability to bore in this particular location.
>Chris, The reality is that this is what needs to happen.
>Kristan, We wanted to keep the line away from the school, residents, pond, cottonwoods, and
Community Ditch. Xcel wants to make sure that the residents in this area have enough gas to warm
their homes during extremely cold periods. The new pipe will be 15 inches in comparison to the
existing 6-inch pipe to this area.
>Chris, I don’t know that this needs to come to OSTAC next month.
>Michael, I agree that this is sufficient.
The other OSTAC members agreed as well.

●

Upcoming Events
Ellie presented the upcoming Open Space events:
○
○

Wednesday, November 6 - Open Space Speaker Series “Mountain Lions in the Front Range” at
Broomfield Library from 7-8 p.m.
Wednesday, December 11 - Open Space Speaker Series “Geo-Sapiens: The Earth-Wise Human”
at Broomfield Library from 7-8 p.m.

>Nicole, I would like to propose having Jack Murphy present for the Speaker Series.
>Kristan, He is very entertaining, and we have had him come to talk to our Wildlife Masters. The Spring
series is already booked, but we could invite him to speak during the Fall series.

9. Other Topics as Desired by OSTAC
>Doug, Could we get an update on the overwintering burrowing owl at the Butterfly Pavilion site?
>Pete, The area is down to just two burrowing owls from a total of eight that were on site this season, so
many do appear to be migrating. One of the owls appears to be the same one from last year, and they
might be migrating soon. We have biologists checking for them on a weekly basis. We are hoping that with
the upcoming cold snap that they will both move south. If they do not, we will just leave them alone for
another season. The development that is proposed for next year is about 300-500 feet away from this
burrow, so we are now thinking we can leave the owl there for another year.
>Guyleen, We can't relocate them?
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>Pete, There is not even a permit for relocating burrowing owls. The state and federal agencies are unsure
what to do. Currently their recommendation is to make life unpleasant for them so that they move on.
Pete also pointed out the plaque displaying photos from Rick Nierman who hosts events about once per
month at the County Commons to take seniors with disabilities out into the open space in golf carts. Pete
explained that Rick thanked us for allowing this event to happen.
>Terra, Will he continue these events in the spring?
>Pete, Yes.
>Patrick, Would everyone like a behind the scenes tour before our meeting at the Butterfly Pavilion in
December? Everyone agreed.
>Kristan, We will plan to start the tour at 5:15 p.m.
No other topics were desired by OSTAC.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m.
Minutes were prepared by Ellie Lanaghan.
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