Recent books for kids that the Children’s Library staff have read & loved & that we think you will too!
The Adventures of Lily Huckleberry in Scandinavia by Audrey Smit & Jackie Knapp. J Fiction
Lily Huckleberry wakes up every morning and yells, “Good morning beautiful world! I’m ready for
you!” One day, she gets a special invitation from the Worldwide Adventure Society to go on a trip to
Scandinavia. So she follows the instructions which require members to be very silly, very brave, and
always ready for adventure. Lily soon finds herself on a mission to save the Midsummer celebration in
Denmark. Along the way she meets some new friends, including a real mermaid and a magical horse.
She also learns that people aren’t always what they seem. This story is a wonderful magical adventure
with colorful illustrations that would be fun for kindergarten through 3rd grade.
Rocket to the Moon! by Don Brown. J 629.45 Graphic Novel
It began with a Big Idea, inspired by an amazing science fiction tale, but after many years and many
failures along the way, a man landed on the moon! The precursor to the moon landing was a group of
3 scientists who were all separately inspired by the Jules Verne novel From the Earth to the Moon. The
scientists went on to research and test out launching rockets into the sky, with animals and humans in
the rockets and then rockets into space. This graphic novel is full of interesting facts. For example, the
space shuttle that landed on the moon used up 500,000 gallons of fuel out of its total 950,000 gallons
in the first 2 ½ minutes of flight! If you’re interested in the bathroom habits of astronauts, this book is
for you! You’ll learn about the space race between the Soviets and the U.S., the first dog in space and
more. With an informative and up to date timeline in the back of the book, explore the mission to
travel to the moon which begins in 1865 and continues with space missions and discoveries to present
day. Recommended for 3rd grade and up.
Far Away by Lisa Graff. J Fiction, JCD, eBook, eAudiobook
CJ's aunt is a medium. She talks to the dead, and can channel messages from "Spirit" back to their
loved ones who are still living. It's an amazing talent, and Aunt Nic has comforted many people over
the years. CJ has always lived with Aunt Nic, since her mother died shortly after she was born. Aunt Nic
can tell her stories about her mom's life, but even better, she can actually channel CJ's mom. So even
though her mother has passed, CJ has spent her childhood having regular conversations with her
through Aunt Nic. CJ is homeschooled because they travel all over the country doing appearances, but
now that CJ is 12 her aunt has decided that she's going to send her to boarding school to get a better
education. At the same time, her mother's spirit is pulled to the other side so she won't be able to
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communicate with CJ any longer. Devastated, CJ knows there must be something she can do. So
when she gets a sign from Spirit she takes off on a journey to find the one object she knows has the
power to bring her mother back. Part mystery and part coming of age story, this literary adventure is
recommended for readers in grades 4 and up.
One Third Nerd by Gennifer Choldenko. J Fiction, eBook, eAudiobook
Fifth grader Liam lives with his mom and two younger sisters and their dog, Cupcake, in a run down
apartment in a not-so-great neighborhood. They used to have a house, but when their parents got
divorced, the kids and their mom had to move to the apartment. As compensation for downsizing,
their mom allowed them to get a dog. The kids love Cupcake, but unfortunately a small apartment
isn't the best place for a big dog. Cupcake gets regular walks, but lately she has begun to have
accidents in the house. Their landlord is not happy about this, but their vet doesn't know what the
problem is, and his only solution is to recommend they take her to the teaching hospital at the local
university, which is way more than they can afford. Liam watches the kids at school, and knows that
it's not cool to be more than one third nerd. He's doing OK in that regard, partly because of his skill
on the tennis court. His sister, Dakota, doesn't understand this at all however. Dakota is super smart,
but she doesn't have a lot of friends. She is that kid who talks out of turn and always has the right
answer but never picks up on the social cues that others do. Liam has his hands full with trying to
make friends with the cool new kid at school, keep his sisters in line and save enough money to get
Cupcake to the vet. This contemporary story will appeal to readers in grades 3 and 4 who love
animals or are dealing with their own pesky siblings.
Rumple Buttercup: A Story of Bananas, Belonging, and Being Yourself by Matthew Gray Gubler.
J Fiction
Rumple Buttercup lives by himself in a rain drain next to a trash can. He worries that if people see
him they won’t like him because of how he looks. His only friend is Candy Corn Carl (who isn’t real).
All year long, Rumple looks forward to a very special day where the whole town celebrates and
everyone is so busy that he can blend in with the crowd. He also wears a disguise just to make sure
that no one notices him. One year, he can’t find his disguise, and he thinks he won’t be able to attend
the celebration until he gets some unexpected help. This book has quirky illustrations and a fun story
about being yourself that kids of all ages will love.
Why Can’t I Be You by Melissa C. Walker. J Fiction, eBook
12-year-old Claire lives in a trailer park with her single mom. Her best friend, Ronan, lives next door.
Their other best friend, Brianna, just moved out of the park and into a fancy new house with her
parents, and suddenly things have changed. Up until recently, Claire never felt weird about living in a
trailer park or having a boy for a best friend, but now she kind of does. Brianna's new house is
amazing - it even has a pool! Claire is happy for Brianna, but all of a sudden their trailer seems small
and shabby. And Brianna’s snobby cousin, who has come to stay for the summer, isn’t very nice to
Claire, which doesn’t help matters. This novel perfectly captures the awkwardness of adolescence,
when friendships are shifting and changing, boys and girls are beginning to pair off, and coolness is of
upmost importance. Recommended for grades 5 - 8.
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